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W

e, as teachers, think a lot about quality
education. It seems like it’s on the minds
of everyone else these days, too. Politicians,
educational consultants, and corporate leaders
seem to be leading the way these days,
dictating the ways that schools can be
improved. High stakes testing and eliminating
the influence of teachers’ unions are remedies
that are right at the top of their lists.
Rewarding schools for high scores and
punishing, even closing down, schools with low
scores seems to be the rule of the day. I
wonder how many of these same politicians,
consultants and corporate leaders have ever
spent a few years in the classroom. The people
I know who work for some of these consulting
firms have PhDs or EdDs in education, but most
of them have never taught, except for a
summer program here or a year there.

Where are these good public schools and why
are not all of the public schools good public
schools? The answers, as far as I can tell, are
that the good public schools are in the
wealthier neighborhoods and that privilege
brings resources to those schools.
Lack of privilege brings with it challenges that
make it difficult, if not impossible, for parents
to advocate for their children either with their
voices or with their checkbooks. I remember
getting letters instructing parents about the
registration process that took place for each
of our children at the beginning of every year.
The instructions included the mandate to bring
our checkbooks, which would be opened wide
and often at each registration station. >>

Of course, parents want the best education
possible for their children, and may spend a
great deal of money trying to guarantee that.
Some send their children to private schools.
Others stretch their budgets as far
as they can to live in neighborhoods with good
public schools. The questions then become:
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There were stations for art, music, athletics,
schools. The educational success of children, in
PTA, and supplemental foreign language
general, is proportionate to the financial health
instruction, among others. At the last station
of the families from which the children come.
we were presented with our child’s program
It is dysfunctional for a society to have such
schedule. Auctions, progressive dinners, house
drastic contrasts between classes of citizens.
tours and other fundraisers brought in
These contrasts are the makings of revolution.
additional funds to enhance the education of
When I talk to people from Northern Europe,
the children of our district. I recall working at
they scratch their heads and ask me what is
one of a number of house tours, standing guard
wrong with us. They wonder how we can think
in the magnificent living room of one of the
that we live in a land that values “liberty and
houses, presumably to make certain that
justice for all.” They ask, “Where is the
nothing was removed by any of the guests. I
justice?” They live in societies that, for the
would think to myself that I wonder how many
most part, believe that food, housing, quality
parents in the Richmond or Oakland school
healthcare and education are basic human
districts would be opening their homes (if they
rights. They look at us and see people who feel
had a home) so that people could pay $40 a
that if someone is poor, it’s because she/he
head to take a peek. How many of them have
deserves to be poor.
jobs? How many of them are
minimum wage jobs? Is that
I think that union
The educational success of
enough to feed their children?
participation is a step in the
children is proportionate
Do their children come to
right direction toward
school hungry? Do some of
to the financial health of
creating a more caring
the parents even have the
society. After all, isn’t that
their families.
energy, after taking multiple
what it means when we band
buses to and from work, to
together for the common
come to talk to their child’s
good? Let us do our small part in this lovely
teacher about his/her progress, or more likely,
corner of the world. Let’s work together for fair
the lack thereof?
working conditions and compensation so that
families can provide the resources and energy
that their children need to support their
educations. Perhaps children who are well fed,
well housed and healthy will have better
Student Learning Outcomes.

While I’m sure that it is true that we have real
problems about education quality, and that
some of that can be traced to teachers who
could do a better job, it seems to me that we
should be spending much more time
considering the effects of poverty on our
children’s educations and their futures. If we
must look at this from a self-interest
perspective, these are the children who will be
taking care of us as a society as we age.

As always, stay in touch, stay informed, and
stay involved. □

I don’t think that it is a coincidence that as
union participation in this country has been
drastically diminished, the chasm between rich
and poor has become enormous, the middle
class is becoming a thing of the past, and we
can see this reflected in the inequality of our
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